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Fall/Winter 2018-19 
 

Collegiate Crossings 
2571 Skyline Court   . Erie, CO   . 80516   - 720-352-4303 

Collegiatecrossings.com   -   collegiatecrossings@comcast.net 
Facebook.com/collegiatecrossings 

 

Note from Executive Director… 

This has been an interesting, sad and humbling time, 

with the recent passing of our daughter, Whitney, who 

was also a CC administrative assistant. She wrote the 

original white paper for the organization and helped 

design the first website, among many other tasks. There 

has been a great outpouring of support from many of our     

CC families, staff and volunteers - Thank you! There have been several 

scholarship funds set up in her name, to assist low-income students with the 

expenses of post-secondary education. Early Application dates have come 

and gone, and many CC students have already been accepted to their 

schools of choice! Thanksgiving was wonderful, and we hope your holiday 

season will be a blessed time for you and your family.  

Blessings, 

Carey McClure                                                                                              
Executive Director/College Planner 

 
End of the Year… 
 
Today Collegiate Crossings is launching its 2018 Year-End Campaign.  Our goal is to help 100 more students 
achieve their dream of a post-secondary education through a 2-yr or 4yr college, trade school or military education. 
 

Would you be willing to make a special year-end donation of $50, $100 or whatever you can afford to help 
us meet our goal of supporting 100 more low-income and first generation students?                                                                                                                         

You may send a check in the envelope provided, or you can go to PayPal, through the CC website to donate.                                  

http://www.collegiatecrossings.com/you-can-help 
 

Collegiate Crossings WISH LIST…  ($25,000) 

College Planning Hours… $15,000 600 hours or 25 a month to work one/one with low income/first generation students 

Application/Scholarship/Financial Aid Workshops…$5000   Sponsor Workshops for low income/first gen students 

Go to Meeting/Webinar/Training…$2500 online training software that allows Collegiate Crossings to offer online 
workshops for up to 100 students at a time.  

Signal Vine/Drop Box…$2500 Texting app that allows Collegiate Crossings to directly communicate with students to 
inform them of upcoming deadlines, to-do items, and general college-going information.  And DP is a cloud storage 
system allows files to be saved and viewed by all Collegiate Crossings staff & partners 

 

 

Why We Do, What We 

Do… 

Education is the single 

greatest contributor to the 

elimination of generational 

poverty.* Collegiate 

Crossings ensures every 

student has the opportunity to 

pursue higher education, 

regardless of socioeconomic 

status by providing college 

planning services. 

*Boulder County Trends Report 
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   Chase Haggard… student profile 

“You can’t handle the truth!”… A popular line from the 1990’s movie A Few 

Good Men, starring Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson.  Cruise plays a JAG 

attorney, challenging the Nicholson character over orders commanded in a 

combat zone.  Cruise portrays a JAG (Judge Advocate General)… a military 

attorney, in the film.  This is a real life role Chase Haggard will be living next 

spring. 

Chase had intended to go to Med School following his 2012 graduation from 

D’Evelyn Jr/Sr High School.  That plan changed only 4 days into his 

education at Baylor University.    He considered computer science, but 

quickly learned that he enjoyed studying government and social studies so 

he switched majors and declared Political Science, with the intent to go to 

law school.  Today Chase is a semester away from graduating from SMU 

with that law degree! 

As he entered law school, he wasn’t sure which area of the law to enter, that 

is when he remembered what he learned through Collegiate Crossings… 

attend college/career fairs and meet recruiters that would provide information needed to make those tough 

decisions. During one fair he was introduced to a military recruiter.  He fell in love with the idea of serving his 

country. 

Following his degree from SMU, Chase will enter Officer Candidacy School with either the US Air Force or Navy, 

and then on to his JAG career. He will represent individuals in the military or the military as a whole through legal 

proceedings. He may also serve as legal counsel to higher ranking officers, in regards to issues dealing with 

battle/war/enemy engagement. 

Chase is a first generation college student… so he had no clue of the college admission process.  Collegiate 

Crossings helped in those early stages of discovery.  He is thankful for the work of CC in guiding him through his 

undergraduate selection.  “Collegiate Crossings helped me see that coasting through high school was not going 

to get me to the school of my choice and it would hurt me in receiving needed scholarships”  “Carey kicked me in 

the rear to motivate me to reach my potential.”  He further stated “Mrs. McClure was fundamental in getting me to 

where I am and moving toward what I want to be.” 

Chase learned that he could “handle the truth”… he needed to focus on his post-secondary education, listened to 

wise counsel and to follow through on the college application, essay and scholarship process. 

Congrats Chase… you will serve the USA well!! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to the following for Your Financial/In-kind Support…  Colorado Opportunity Scholarship 
Initiative (COSI), Education Foundation of St Vrain Valley,  Erie Uplink, Flatirons Community Church, Judy 
Harper Bookkeeping, Longmont Ford, Longmont Community Foundation, Miller Family Fund, Noble Family 
Fund, Quintess Collection, Ray Lanyon Trust/Guaranty Bank, THE BASIS GROUP and our many individual 
donors!  

Thank you…CC Board of Directors, Staff and Volunteers for their heart for students! A special thank you to 
EHS, FHS, and MHS Admin, Counselors and staff for helping to pilot Filling the Gap program and Crossroads 
School. Also thank you to Careerfulness, Indigo Education, Mindspring Learning, Cheer Central, Origami Owl 
and Sycamore Learning, for their partnerships!    

 

 

Future JAG… Chase Haggard 
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Filling the Gap…                                                                                                             
For the past two years… Collegiate Crossings provided the program Filling the Gap which served low-income and 
first generation students specifically from Erie, Frederick, and Mead High Schools. 

89 percent of the students in the program are now enrolled in some postsecondary education, whether a four-year 
college or university, two-year college, or a trade school.  

Filling the Gap students applied to 78 different postsecondary schools in the US- 4-year universities, private 
colleges, community colleges, trade schools, and beauty schools- including 29 different schools in 
Colorado. 

Some of the Highlights of the program… 

Workshops: 
 Application Workshop 

 Scholarship Application Workshop 

 Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) Workshop … Understand the 

importance of submitting the FAFSA, understand 

your next steps  

 Financial Aid and Scholarship Workshop…the 

different types of financial aid, know which aid 

must be repaid, which are gifts and other options  

 Transition Workshop 1 and 2…How is college 

different than high school? Academically, Socially, 

Family Relationships and Essential Skills  

 Finding the Right Fit: Fit + Finances=Finish 

 Essential Preparation for College…  Utilizing 

your college student portal, budgeting,  Shopping 

and packing list 

 SAT preparation… through Mindspring Learning 

 

In addition, bus service was secured to take students to the Denver National College Fair. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Coming the Spring of 2019!! 

Be watching for details regarding the 3rd Annual Collegiate Crossings Trivia Bowl Challenge.  This is a great 

afternoon of competition, learning more about college planning and the needs of students and how to help 

support students that fall into the low-income, first-generation positions of life.  There will be a silent auction and 

cash prizes for the winning team!  Be watching Facebook, the CC website and for emails for this event! 

________________________________________________________       

     

Crossroads School…  

Crossroads is an alternative middle and high school for at-risk students who are falling through the cracks. 

Collegiate Crossings partners with Crossroads to provide individualized future planning for every high school 

student. Ninth graders take the Indigo Assessment, then they and their parents meet a Collegiate Crossings 

counselor to develop a Future Plan to explore various careers, and use their elective credits at Crossroads to 

explore and earn certifications/prerequisites in various career areas. Collegiate Crossings continues to meet with 

students regularly to discuss and update their Future Plans and provide support for applications to colleges, 

trade schools, scholarships, and more. Through this partnership, we are taking students who feel hopeless and 

aimless, and giving them hope and direction! 
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Did you know…?  The following is a list of Colleges and Universities that Collegiate Crossings students 

have applied to this Fall:  

Adrian College 
Arizona State University 
Baylor University 
Bethel University 
Boston University 
Brandeis University 
Cal Poly State University 
Clemson 
Colorado Mesa University 
Colorado School of Mines 
Colorado State University 
Doane University 
Duke 
Franklin and Marshall 
Front Range Community College 
Gonzaga University 
Grand Canyon University 
Kansas Art Institute 
Kansas State University  
Kenyon University 
Metro State University-Denver 
Miami University 
Middlebury 

Montana State University 
Northern Arizona University 
Oregon State University 
Perdue University 
Point Loma University 
Reed College 
Regis University 
Rockhurst University 
Samford University 
Santa Clara 
Savannah College of Art/Design 
Seattle University 
South Dakota School of Mines 
St Louis University 
Texas Christian University 
Tulane 
Trine University 
Trinity Valley Community College 
University of Alabama 
University of Arizona 
University of California-Berkley 
University of California-Davis 
University of California-San Diego 

University of California-Santa Cruz 
University of Colorado - Boulder 
University of Colorado-Co. Springs 
University of Colorado - Denver 
University of Denver 
University of Kansas 
University of Minnesota 
University of Mississippi 
University of Missouri 
University of Nebraska 
University of Northern Colorado 
University of Oklahoma 
University of Oregon 
University of Puget Sound 
University of Southern California 
University of Tennessee 
University of Wisconsin 
University of Wyoming 
Villanova 
Washington and Lee  
Whitworth University 
Yale 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family Profile… Gina and her daughters 
 

 
Gina is a hardworking, single mom to two daughters, both vibrant, active 
students at Erie High. On the outside, the family looks like a thriving part of 
the community. And they are: both girls are involved in activities like 
softball, cheerleading, yearbook, Link leadership, and more. But as Gina 
says, in a community like Erie financial need can fly under the radar. 
Currently, Gina works at a local school full-time and sells tamales on the 
weekends to make ends meet. 
 
Their connection to Collegiate Crossings has been transformative for the whole family, Gina says. “Our focus 
has been just getting by day to day so it doesn’t allow [us] to focus on the future. Collegiate Crossings has 
taken something that would be totally out of the question (college) to something that we now believe is 
possible.”  
 
Recently her eldest, Flora, a senior, was offered her first college acceptance letter from Colorado Mesa 
University. Gina struggled to describe through tears the utter joy and disbelief on her daughter’s face that day. 
“She said, “I’m going to college! I didn’t think it was possible.’”  
 
Gina is steadied by a renewed hope. “For Collegiate Crossings to come in is like the fishing analogy: give a 
person to fish and they’ll have dinner. Teach them to fish and they’ll eat for a lifetime. It’s the same with 
education. We’ve been in total survival mode, but because of Collegiate Crossings we have been given hope 
for the future.” 


