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What a season for Collegiate Crossings!  In the first half of 2016, CC 
has created several partnerships, hired staff, held its first public 
event and expanded into Arizona.  As you will read through this 
newsletter you will discover the partnerships that have been created 
between CC and Education Foundation of the St. Vrain Valley School 
District, Crossroads School, Cheer Central…and coming soon, Origami 
Owl.  The announcement between CC and St Vrain Valley School 
District has been featured in three newspapers, and across social 
media.  The program titled “Filling the Gap” will work with high 
school juniors-first generation and low income students at Erie, 
Frederick and Mead High Schools.  We have also been blessed to add 
services in the Phoenix area.  While holding some meetings in Arizona, 
with potential partners, CC was asked to provide college planning 
services to a half dozen students.  This unexpected boon, led to 
bringing on a new staff member to provide college planning services.   

One issue that brings me to tears is the awarding of the Daniels Fund 
Scholarship to Troy Williams.  He is such a deserving young man.  He 
has an amazing future ahead of him…with dreams of becoming a 
surgeon some day.  With your support, CC was able help guide him 
through the college admission and scholarship process. 

Thanks for reading about what CC is doing… the second half of the 
year will be full and eventful…stay tuned! 

Blessings, 

Carey McClure 

Executive Director 
 

Sponsor Students for 2016-2017! 

Directly impact the future of our low-income students by becoming a 

sponsor today!                                                                                

We are currently accepting new students for the 2016-17 school 

year. 

 

Follow us on:  

 

Daniels Fund 
Scholarship Winner 

Collegiate Crossings is honored to 
announce that one of its students 
has received the prestigious 
Daniels Fund Scholarship.  Troy 
Williams graduated from high 
school this spring and will be 
attending the University of Denver 
in the Fall.  The Daniels 
Scholarship Program provides a 
comprehensive, four-year annually 
renewable, all expenses covered, 
college scholarship for graduating 
high school seniors, who 
demonstrate exceptional 
character, leadership and a 
commitment to serving their 
communities.  Troy has overcome 
sports injuries, served the young 
children of his community and 
worked multiple jobs to support 
his family, while competing as a 
varsity athlete.  

 
Congrats Troy, you deserve this 
scholarship!! 

 

 

mailto:collegiatecrossings@comcast.ne
http://www.collegiatecrossings.com/support/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/CareyMcClure
https://twitter.com/collegiatecross
http://www.facebook.com/CollegiateCrossings
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More Important News… PARTNERSHIPS 

St. Vrain Valley School District:                   

Collegiate Crossings has joined with the Education 

Foundation of the St Vrain Valley to create Filling the 

Gap.  The program will focus on helping first 

generation and low income students understand all the 

postsecondary education options, finding the right 

college fit for each student and financial planning to see them to completion 

of their chosen option. 

The foundation also plans to raise money to provide some financial assistance 

to students in the pilot. 

The Principals and Counselors at Erie, Mead and Frederick high schools will 

recommend students for this program, which starts this school year. 

This program has received most of its funding through the Colorado 

Opportunity Scholarship Initiative program, through the Colorado Department 

of Education-Higher Learning. 

Crossroads School:                                                              

Crossroads opened its doors in August of 2010 with a desire to reach middle 

and high school students who have struggled in a traditional school or who 

find that a traditional school doesn’t meet 

their needs. Collegiate Crossings will be 

working in small groups and one-on-one with 

the students of Crossroads School, with the 

intent of finding the ‘Right Fit’ for their post-

secondary education.  

A special Thank You to... Faith Community Church, the Helen Clark Fund and 

Longmont Ford for all the support in funding this project. 

 

Cheer Central Suns:                                                                    

Cheer Central is the Premier Competitive Cheer Gym(s) in the state of Colorado.  The Suns feature gyms in Parker 

and Broomfield, and just recently expanded into New Mexico.  Collegiate Crossings will assist athletes with the 

planning, application and financing process, which will help them create a roadmap for their future.  Cheer Central 

has placed in the Top 10 at the World Championships each of the last 5 years. They have also won over 250 National 

Champion titles and over 500 State titles. Cheer Central travels the country to 

compete against the best teams in the USA.  

This coming season, Collegiate Crossings will also be providing college and 

university visits during those national competition weekends. 

 

 

 

Going to Orlando… 
                                                     
Collegiate Crossings has been invited to 
share its program on a national level 
later this summer.   

Origami Owl, based in the Phoenix area, 
is a custom jewelry company, involving 
mothers and children.  It will be holding 
its national conference in Orlando in 
early August.   

Collegiate Crossings has been asked to 
come share how the skills attained 
through Origami Owl… leadership, 
entrepreneurship, business practices… 
can be turned into admission into the 
“Best Fit’ college of your choice.  

There are tens of thousands of 
individuals in the Origami Owl network, 
which was launched in 2010! 
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Jennifer Bixby…College Planner-Phoenix                                                              
Jen has a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish and a Post Baccalaureate Degree in Elementary 

Education.  She began her teaching career in the Phoenix area, in a dual language program.  

She then went on to teach bilingual and other classrooms for the next 10 years in Colorado 

and Florida.  She is currently working with students in the Valley of the Sun.  Jen is the wife 

of Ryan and the mother of two little girls. 

 

Andy McClure… Director of Development and Events                            
Andy brings a wealth of experience working with students, planning events and fundraising.  

He has served as staff and volunteer with churches and non-profits (three in education) across 

Colorado and Arizona.  He has served as a sports public address at the high school, college and 

Olympic levels.  Andy holds a BS in Telecommunications, and a Master’s in Theology. He and 

his wife are parents to three daughters, two of which have completed their undergrad 

educations, with one attaining a masters, and a third will be a college junior this fall. 

junior this Fall. 
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Where did they go??? 

Collegiate Crossings worked with 61 students and families during the 2015-16 
school year. 
 
CC Senior Class students applied and were accepted to 51 different colleges in 15 
different states and 2 countries for the coming 2016-17 school year 
 
Total scholarships and grants awarded to students…$2,710,784 or $112,949.33 per 
student average 

 

Why Does Collegiate Crossings Exist?                           
“To empower young adults to make a difference in their communities by providing expert 

college planning—from choosing the best-fit schools to creating financial plans to pay for 

education—we help students who might fall through the cracks, leverage the power of 

postsecondary education to create opportunities they would not otherwise have.” 

Thank You…  CC Board of Directors   -   CC Staff   -  Faith Community Church  -   Longmont Ford   -   Helen Clark Fund          

Flatirons Community Church   -  Daniels Foundation    -   Education Foundation of St. Vrain Valley    -  LifeBridge Church        

CC Individual Donors/Supporters   -   Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative  CC Partners: Indigo Education - 

College Transitions - Erie Uplink – Judy Harper - Bright Ideas – Liz Moore, Darcy Palmer & Devyn Shafer 
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Collegiate Crossings has been a huge 

blessing to our family during this time of 

big decisions and transition.  My Daughter 

Emily started her junior year of high school 

with no idea what she wanted to major in 

or where she wanted to go to school.  She 

is a good student and had many options 

but felt overwhelmed by the process. 

There was a lot of tension in our family 

and she did not want to deal with anything 

related to college planning.  Carey met 

with us and had Emily complete an 

assessment which helped tremendously.  

She also gave us a number of 

recommendations for schools to            

visit based on what she thought          

would be a good fit for Emily.           

During the ACT process Carey made 

suggestions and encouraged her to      

retake the ACT resulting in a 6 point 

increase in her score! Doing this helped 

secure top scholarships at all the schools 

she was interested in.  Carey was 

extremely helpful and knowledgeable 

during the financial aid process and was 

very responsive to all our questions.  I am 

happy to say that Emily will be attending 

the University of Colorado, Colorado 

Springs in their honors program studying 

physics.  We are extremely excited about 

her choice and feel like it’s a great fit.  

The transition from high school is a 

challenging one but having Collegiate 

Crossings and Carey to partner with has 

made that process one we have not only 

survived but feel like it was a success. 

Susie Debruyne…  Emily’s Mom                                                 

             

dy holds a BS in 

Telecommunications, and a master’s 

degree in Theology. He and his wife 

are parents to three daughters, two 

of which have completed their 

Life hasn’t been 
easy for me. From my earliest days I have excelled in 
academics, always receiving top grades from 
Kindergarten on.  Although I have excelled it has been a 
constant challenge to stay on top of my academics due to 
my mother’s health and our financial situation.  My mom 
has faced 40 surgeries in her 40 years on earth.  I want to 
help, but didn’t know what to do except give her hugs 
and lie in bed with her as she reads to me, helps with 
homework or laugh while watching a movie. My mother is 
an inspiration to me, showing strength through adversity. 

  Before all of her many surgeries she worked as a 
tutor and owned a learning center, helping kids who 
struggled in school. As the savings ran dry we became 
increasingly dependent on others to the point we 
eventually had to turn to public assistance. We now 
receive Medicaid and food stamps. My family never 
expected to be on welfare with two parents that are 
college educated.                                                                        
                                                                                          
As a toddler I started in a gymnastics program at a local 
club.   Gymnastics teaches so much more than how to do 
a back flip. It has taught me discipline, perseverance, 
responsibility, time management, how to deal with 
competition and has made me a much stronger person, 
both physically and mentally.  Currently I am a level 10 
gymnast, competing and winning at the national level. 
Now as I begin my senior year in high school I see how 
important it is to be disciplined in life. I know that my 
academic success is my ticket to a good education and 
career that will allow me to pursue my dreams and 
escape the financial struggles that my family has 
endured. I will be reliant on scholarships and financial aid 
to go to college.  I can’t and won’t allow my financial 
struggle to define my future. I will continue to try my 
best in school and in my sport and I will have a bright 
future.  Thank you Collegiate Crossings for all the time, 
devotion and assistance in the college entrance process.                                                                           

Bryan D.… High School Senior 


